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MONTENEGRO 

Over twenty years ago, among 
the first dolls the budding young 
business of Kimport offered to col- 
lectors were fascinating ethnologi- 
cal Slavic types supplied through 
Near East Enterprises of Athens. 
The peasant folk of Croatia, Bosnia 
and Montenegro, among others, 
were unfailingly popular with A- 
merican doll enthusiasts. The war, 
Marshall Tito and Communist re- 
gime frowned on such “middle 
- class” nonsense as dolls, but now 
after such a long and lamentable 
lapse, (we are proud to announce a 
shipment of precious Yugoslav dolls, 
as nicely made as ever. The three 
provinces pictured are immediately 
available and we expect to have, 


SLAVONIA 


Serb, Croat and Macedonian before 
the year is over. 2 
As you may know, Yugoslavia, 
that unpredictable paradox among 
the Communist family of nations, 
is actually composed of six “Peo- 
ples Republics.” These puppet states 
are, Serbia, Croatia, Slovenia, Bos- 
nia-Hercegovina, Montenegro and 
Macedonia. Their separate status 
is just an acknowledgment of cer- 
tain racial, cultura: and historical 
differences by the Soviets, but has 
no real politica] significance, 
While Dalmatia, the province of 
the pretty lass pictured in the mid- 
dle, is not currently a separate 
country, this narrow strip of coastal] 
plains was for centuries a self-rul- 
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ing if precariously situated Repub- 
lic. Bordered on the west by the 
Adriatic and the other three sides 
by high mountains, it has always 
shown a strong Italian influence. 

We’ve named the doll from Dal- 
matia, “Dragomir’—'tells why on 
her pedigree page. She is scant 8 
inches tall, with stockinette 
stretched over, maybe rubber—a 
combination which makes for both 
good modeling and complexion in 
all of this Yugoslav series. Her 
costume is delightful, a stiffly hand- 


woven wool apron, two-tone felt 


jacket all hand-sewn and lots of 
tiny cross-stitch, also in red and 
blue, on the basic white frock; real 
leather shoes, 
No. 861A, Dalmatian Girl — $4.50 
Montenegro, long a part of the 
Ottoman Empire, waged war with 
the Turks for centuries as_ its 
sturdy tribesman retreated to re- 
mote mountain valleys. Like our 
own mountaineers, their culture 
didn’t develop as progressively as 
the other portions of Yugoslavia 
and blood feuds,.along with med- 
ieval feudalism existed until World 
War II, You can see their cen- 
turies of contact with the Moslems 
has left a deep impression on their 
costumes as well as customs, 


Twenty years ago, our Monteneg- 
rin pedigree pages named the baggy 
trousered man, “Hamilear,” and his 
love in her pretty apron over 
pleated skirt, “Helene.” So, that’s 
what we'll call their descendants. 
The two wear almost identically 
embroidered boleros,. same white 
knit hose and heavy leather shoes; 
her red felt pillbox hat has a band 
of ‘braid and his a tassel. 7%”, 7%”. 
No, 858 Montenegrin Man—$4.50 
No, 848A = Woman—$4.50 


Slavonia, in the north-central sec- 
tion of “current” Yugoslavia, may 
touch Austria to the west and 
Roumania to the East, but lies 
mainly south of Hungary. Perhaps 
due to this contact, it is so heavily 
industrialized; Slovania contains 
many cities, including Zagreb. 

The Slavonian dolls are same size 
and general construction as their 
neighbors, Clothes are quite elabo- 
rate, especially Radoyka’s sleeveless 
coat, her pleated skirt and embroi- 
dery trimmed aipron. Josip’s tunic 
and trousers are raveled into a 
fringe—this outfit along with the 
saucy, diminutive hat are definitely 
reminiscent of old Hungarian folk 
dolls to whom they are close neigh- 
bors, 

No, 859 Slavonian Man—$4.25 
No. 839A ” Woman—$4.75 


“KEEP YOUR EYE ON THIS” 

Mildred Chafey sends word of a 
regular “Ostrich Egg” project that 
is here recorded as a challenging 
example. 

“Our Letitia Penn Club in Phil- 
adelphia has had a workshop day 
every month, when we ‘re-do’ play 
dolls for orphanages. Last spring 
we took on another ‘Thank Yow’ 
job; that of costuming portrait dolls 
of famous people for the Doll Li- 
brary, for Fellowship House. These 
dolls, with their life story printed, 
are loaned and sent to other 
‘Houses’ across the country. It 
has been very interesting. 

. “So far, I’ve done, Marion Ander- 
son, Emma Lazarus, Jane Adams, 
Dr. ‘Charles Drew, Dr. George 
Carver, Mahatma Ghandi, Dr. Ralph 
Bunce, and several others. The 
heads are made in papier-mache 


by an artist, and we do the rest.” 
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SARALEE TRAVELED 

It was Luella Hart again, whose 
doll contacts go far afield, who 
forwarded to us a clipping from a 
South African newspaper. Pictured 
was Mrs. E. Halm, a strong, highly 
intelligent looking native woman, 
smartly dressed, and holding one 
of those Saralee dolls. This life-like 
tot was featured by Kimport (Mar. 
1952 D.T.) and by a great many 
store accounts, too, of the Ideal Toy 
Conporation. It was the negro doll 
that even Life Magazine gave a 
publicity spread. Made of vinylite 
“anthropologically correct,” appeal- 
ing, bright and cuddly, the very 
doll with Mrs. Halm had been 
bought from Kimport by Mrs. Hart 
to send to doll collector Halm in 
Africa, It seems she has donated 
her collection of over 100 foreign 
dolls to the Natal Provincial Edu- 
cation Department where they are 
on permanent display. She was 
hoping something comparable to 
beautifully dressed, sleepy-crying, 
negro-featured Saralee could. be 
made available for their children. 


@m natives in the street who saw 


this doll were thrilled with it. This 
morning I met a huge native la- 
borer who was delighted with the 
thought of a black doll for his child 
in place of the usual European doll 
painted black.” 

P.S. Inventory showed that we 
had left five original Saralees, 18 
inches tall and chubby, No. 110, at 
wr. 


3 THANK te MA'M 

Sally. Euchner runs a Doll Hos- 
pital and bit of a Toy Shop in the 
Deep South, She says:— “On 
shelves I have set various scenes 
such as, china dolls at a tea 


party; another maybe is a club 
meeting, against some Dixie back- 
ground, and Confederate soldier 
dolls are always mighty popular 
down here. We have hundreds 
of Brownies from Raleigh and 
neighboring towns who come on 
tour to see my collection; it takes 
45 minutes of pretty fast talking 
to tell them about the different 
ones, then there are the hundreds 
of questions. Such fun! I do feel 
that I have started many a little 
tomboy towards becoming a col- 
lector.” 


ONE PLUS ONE 


When Mamma Burhyte came 
through with a funny faced li’le 
Hungarian groom for the bride 
of yester-month, Diane knew ‘twas 
sheer sorcery! “Mother, wherever 
did you find a mate exactly her 
size?” 

The answer was easy for Helen 
B. who whittles away on a plum- 
my hold box via our Doll-Of-The- 
Month Plan. Peruvians were 
leaving that day to join about 
eighty that had trecked ahead 
from Kimport to this York State 
collection. And that new Bethle- 
hem Groom, No. 854 at $5.75, en- 
tered the Burhyte hold box to 
further flabbergast Diane when he 
joins their “Mina Ruth,” bride; 
she with dower coins and much 
embroidery is No. 854A at $6.50. 


RETAINERS 

Most of us vacation trippers do. 
locate a few dolls, but thanks too, 
they depend on Kimport as well. 
Not all are canny to the extent of 
Miss Mollie Unger, who last sum- 
mer saved her doll money against 
all proffered merchandise, explain- 
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ing loyally to her mother—“When 
we get back home we can send 
to Kimport for better ones!” 

“But where, Oh where, can we 
put them? No room for dolls, no 
room for books, no room for all 
those African violets everyone’s giv- 
ing—just plain no room!! Guess 
we'll have to wall in and roof over 
the new sixteen foot patio we poured 
this summer.” 

Should it come to that, guess we 
could promote a nail’n’shingle 
shower for suc’ faithful friends. 


Q. AND A. 

Q. How does the Kimport Lay- 
away and Budget Plan work? 

A. Simple as can be. To insure 
your getting some specially selected 
doll, you write us with a reasonable 
deposit, say 25% or even 10% of 
the cost, and we'll put your doll 
away while you make further pay- 
ments as you find possible, When 
you are ready, we’ll forward your 
treasure to you. By budgeting, 
many Kimport Collectors have ac- 
quired dolls they would not have 
tackled on a strictly cash basis. 


Q. One of my childhood treas- 
ures is a Topsy-Turvey doll. ’IT'was 
given me by an elderly neighbor 
who—wwell, anyway—could she or 
they, the two headed Mammy and 
Belle—be as old as eighty years? 
Her faces were brown paper masks, 
covered with cloth, and painted. 

A. Topsy-Turvey dolls are a re- 
curring fad. I think they were 
made a very long time ago. Seems 
to me I have seen examples of them 
dating away into antiquity where 
there were different heads on two 
ends of a stick, and we have had 
little Japanese puppet-like things 


that were made that way. I would =) 


say an upside-down doll could be 
any age. 


Every few years they 
bring out a new crop on the good 
old idea. 

Q. Does old Hansel, No. 300B, of 
Holland have a mate? 

A. Sorry, but that wooden headed 
old boy is confirmed to bachelor- 
hood. Oh, we tried, but the Hol- 
lander who carves these rugged 
individuals, said — “Na, na — she 
would be too ugly.” 


PREFERRED STOCK 

Margaret Hyde, who is an ele- 
mentary school librarian, is one of | 
Kimport’s Doll-of-the-Month enthu- 
siasts. She can always have several 
beloved volumes at hand to tie in 
with iany foreign or character doll. 
Mrs. Hyde admits that other li- 
brarians may have newer furniture 
or eat thicker steaks—But—“You 
have no idea how thrilled the chil- 
dren are to see each new doll. And 
the teachers enjoy them fully as 
much; one complimented me on 
mine recently by saying she had a 


never seen such a lovely and in- 
teresting collection.” 


DELIGHTFULLY DINKY 

Gertrude Mahoney brags about 
her husband as well as her dolls, 
doll houses and miniatures. Well, 
who wouldn’t bubble over in ap- 
preciation of a big man’s Christmas 
decorating her doll house, making 
tiny wreaths, with those unbe- 
lievably little lights for its windows 
and a splendid, tiny Christmas tree 
with “22 grain-of-wheat lights on 
it!’ My, my, but some husbands 
do make it tough for other hus- 
bands, especially when somebody 
tattles like this. 
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LATE ARRIVALS 

When we receive word from the 
U.S, Customs that a new shipment 
has arrived for us, we are always in 
a tingle to get it opened. Sometimes 
its a brand new line, just to our 
liking, and again it may be a re- 
peat shipment of dolls that have 
proved especially popular. This 
time we have both. 


_A brand new addition to the Kim- 
port line are Hans and Geertji of 
Holland. This solid 10% inch pair 
of heavy, jointed composition dolls 
come to ys from Volendam, the 
land of dikes and windmills. Hans 
is dressed all in black except where 
his red iand white shirt shows at 
his throat, with two big silver but- 
tons at his waist. Shy Geertji in 
her stiff starched lace cap is more 
gaily clad with many _ colored, 
striped flannel skirt, black apron 


and blouse with tulip and windmill 
trim, plus choker of big red beads. 
Both wear the traditional wooden 
shoes and have iwell modeled fea- 
tures and hair, with eyes as blue 
as the Zuider Zee! Boy, No. 303; 
Girl, No. 303A, just $5.75 each— 
$11.50 the pair. 


A new shipment just arrived of 
that long time favorite, Tessa of 
Sicily. This petite, 7% inch miss 
from, the sunny Mediterranean is 
dressed predominantly in navy blue 
and yellow with a big wicker bas- 
ket of oranges on her arm. Fea- 
tures are sweet, prettily painted, 
and this latest group has a lovely 
powder blue, shoulder length coif 
trimmed in yellow, as twell, No. 
779A, a fine addition to your col- 


lection, for only $4.50. 


We seldom rush around urging 
“Hurry, hurry,’ but there were 
news stories and pictures about 
President Eisenhower’s taking halif 
hour to buy toys in Geneva to bring 
back to You-Know-Whom. The 
dolls he selected were those darling 
Tyrolean children twho look like 
they’re singing or yodeling. Nine 
inches tall, made by Baitz in Aus- 
tria, they are modeled, painted and 
dressed to suit any perfectionist. 
Heads look like terra-cotta; cute 
wigs; firm stance, interesting ped- 
igree pages. 

The boy “Andreas” is No. 208, 
exact matching “Ava” in Innsbruck 
dress, No. 208A, and “Salle” from 
Salsburg in the fuzzy felt skimmer 
to top her peasant costume is No. 
2088S. Price, $6.00 each, postpaid. 

And since we’re so close to Ap- 
penzell, Lucerne, etc., could we 
tempt you by telling of pretty 
faced, picturesque “Anneli?” She 
is made of a lovely, flesh-like ma- 
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terial, and that charming lace- 
winged ‘cap, silver chains on her 
black bodice which boasts enor- 
mous, white embroidery sleeves, de- 
note her as from the canton 
Appenzell. Pictured on Page 13 of 
Kimport Catalogue. 

10” Doll, No. 1054C—$8.75 

6” Size, No. 1053C—$3.75 


Belinda of Valais is another dar- 
lingly costumed little one in that 
6 inch series. Brocade scarf and 
apron, straw, flat, almost covered 
with shirred silk and braid trim is 
bent down like a poke bonnet. 
No. 1053C—6” Swiss girl —$3.75. 

-Woodcarving is so typically Swiss 
that we always try to keep some of 
those choice, all wooden dolls in 
stock. They are about 10% inches 
tall, have swivel heads, knee and 
elbow joints as well as hip and 
shoulder. ‘The prim, oldfashioned 
hair-do, all achieved by carving is 
always most intriguing above those 
sweet, doll featured faces. Our 
shipment this time is of Laurette of 
Lucern. She wears a posey and 
ribbon trimmed straw hat, orchid 
wool jacket, braid trimmed and 
open to show a snowy white waist: 
green, ‘braid trimmed skirt and 
peach silk apron, No. 1054, $14.95. 


“Three Little Girls from School 
are We”’—and perhaps what a 
school! School for Geisha girls! 
Did you see “Tea House of the 
August Moon?” Well, these are just 
such little charmers, They are ex- 
duisitely done small geisha ladies 
from Japan; scant 7 inches tall 
with powdered white complexions 
and daintiest of features including 
scarlet lips and inset eyes. Silken 
clad they also boast elaborately 
dressed wigs with silver combs, a 
Japanese bow or other ornament. 


No. 805W, Geisha ;with Wisteria; 
No, 805H, Geisha in crimson with 
Horse Head; No. 8051, Geisha with 
Lute—each $5.95.Buy them singly 
or they’re lovely as a group. 


And twhat could be more on-@ 
propriate just at St. Patrick’s Day 
than “Bridget of the old sod,” a 
hardy, blue-eyed Irish charmer? 
She’s from the famous Chad Valley 
England dollmakers, but her style 
and her colors are typical Old Erin, 
just a narrow sea away from her 
factory. Her saucy head is made of 
solid, silk smooth latex, and she’s 
dressed in white organdie with 
green short skirt and headscarf; 
there’s a cherry felt shawl, too, to 
set off her heavy dark curls, No. 
263B, 814”, $5.00. 

The Scotch dolls, too, despite the 
feuding of centuries between their 
country and England, must ac- 
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knowledge ‘Chad Valley as their 
birthplace. Their independence as- 
serts itself in their costumes, how- 
ever, as they are as Scotch as 
Loch Lomond and the clans, There 
is no more distinctive and hon- 
orable folk dress in the wide world 
than the plaid of Scottish High- 
landers and these 8% inch dolls are 
correctly clad from the tartan 
mantle and kilts to the “sporan.” 
Both of them should travel together, 
No. 265, Andrew, and 265A, Agnes, 
$5.00 each. 
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Perhaps we ought not even hint 
that such exquisite dolls as Napol- 
eon and Josephine are available at 
less than $50.00. Cecile puts such 
artistic talent into the modeling 
and painting and such gorgeous 
costuming into their authentic Em- 
pire clothes. She can find time for 
only a few and there are usuall- 
orders waiting for her Dickens 
dolls, her explorers and other por- 
traits. But nothing is too good for 


our Kimport collectors—and the ill 
starred romance of Napoleon and 
Josephine did suggest such a lovely 
pair of dolls! 10”, No. 215N, Napol- 
eon, $17.50; No. 251d, o'osephine, 
$15.00. 


WITH REGAL COURTESY 

In Spinning Wheel Magazine for 
December 1956, there was an in- 
triguing doll story by Ellouise D. 
Wilbert, “Aristocracy of Dolldom.” 
Six historic examples of pedigreed 
dolls were pictured and documented. 
all from the justly famed collection 
of Imogene Anderson, There were 
two glass eyed woodens, “Letitia 
Penn” and “Mehetable Hodges,” 
whom you may have seen pictured 
elsewhere, wax headed “Lillie 
Turner” (1790) with wire pull eyes, 
Mrs, Anderson’s peddler used in 
this story was also wax headed and 
purported to be “early 18th cen- 
tury,” which does seem long before 
the street hawker dolls became a 
fad, Who says waxes don’t hold up 
or can’t be trusted in changing 
climates? Porcelains may get shat- 
tered and termites could nibble at 
doll-flavored wood, we presume, but 
wax darlings someway have been 
liable to more than their share of 
mistrust, High glazed composition 
“Anstiss Derby” is a truly beautiful 
fashion doll of 1826. 


The sixth was an 18 inch marked 
Huret, that Mme. H. had sent (1855) 
to the granddaughter of Jerome 
Bonaparte, Miss Wilbert’s text de- 
scribed the body as ‘hollow, of 
black composition (“gutta percha,” 
Mrs. Anderson clarified for wus) 
painted flesh color, then covered 
with white kid.’ We did so want 
to know more about this pre-Civil 
War beauty, so Mrs. Anderson gra- 
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ciously lent us her only color prints 
of this Huret, one undressed, to 
show four lines of marking above 
the round medalion stamping which 
is of Napoleon III. 

These say— 

“Brevet d’ Sur S.F.B.J. 
Maison Huret 

Boulevard, Montmartre 28 
Paris” 

And encircling the medalion, “Ex- 
position Universalle de 1855.” 

She wrote: “You may print in 
Doll Talk the markings on the 
Bonaparte doll as it could help 
others to identify their dolls. The 
body is gutta percha covered with 
kid, and the head is very fine 
bisque, with real hair wig.” 

Now back to that December “Spin- 


ning Wheel” and the presentation — 


of another idea therein editorially. 
Someone on their staff suggests 
that there might be a field for list- 
ing authenticated antique dolls in 
a sort of Social Registry. This, 
they say, could be of value or in- 
terest to museums, libraries and 
historical societies as well as to 
collectors, and that their pages 
would be open for Registering 
“Who’s Who in Dolldom.” 


An “A” to an Oft Repeated “Q” 

Doll Talk comes to you only six 
times each year, and, sorry, that 
is the way it has to be. You see, 
much as Ye Editor believes in dolls, 
she does have vast enthusiasm for 
almost everything else in life, Years, 
even days and hours are budgeted 
more carefully as one advances 
along time’s highway. It is both 
ones time and strength that be- 
come responsible for dividing en- 
deavors, and accenting such delights 
as a closely knit family, good 


friends, ‘freedom to travel some, 
and always to immediately stop 
whatever is pressing when a point 
of fatigue is reached. 

Granted, it would be good bus- 
iness for Kimport; and thanks for 
much assurance that you would 
enjoy chatty Li’le Doll Talk twice 
as often. ’Wish we could, but as 
of now, our promises must be for 
more and always interesting dolls, 
prompt service and fair prices, 
and as ever through the twenty 
years of Kimport—You must be 
satisfied—that’s guaranteed. 


HEARTS AND PROJECTS 

Your wonderful letters, your words 
of praise on our dolls and our ser- 
vice are both an inspiration and 
satisfaction, ‘Breathes there a man’ 
who becomes too blase to glow a 
bit at appreciation! In her Valen- 
tine-order letter, Mrs. H. C,. Morrow 
bubbled over into the nicest com- 
pliments to her husband, too, who 
by the way, “started OUR doll col- 
lection when in Japan.’ Then she 
continues with a report about their 
current goin’s on, a project which 
certainly sounds provocative. 

“Right now he is making Vic- 
torian furniture for us to use with 
our dolls. We hope eventually to 
have a large doll house. The furni- 
ture is all being made to scale and 
I upholster it. We are both deep 
in the study of Victorian furniture 
and find it a fascinating sulbject, 
with many intriguing side lines, 


too.” 
COQUETTE 
It was Lillian McDonald who 
clipped from her Washington, D.C, 
Star a follow-up clipping for Kim- 
port. “Follow up?” Well, that is, an 
idea for some mechanical, gay blade. 
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The Wide World Photo was of 
one Albert Duroc, electronic scien- 
tist of France, and his big manne- 
quin doll, with a lot of contraption 
machinery between them, At young 
Monsieur Duroc’s whim and at the 
touch of some button, beautiful 
bisque seductively winks an eye. 
Cela suffit! 


FOR MOTHER’S DAY 

This story of the jolly solution, 
from an understanding son came 
in last Miay, too late for Kimport 
propaganda, 1956. But the senti- 
ment will be just as pertinent this 
year when Jim is a senior at De- 
Pauw. He’s grown up in the flick- 
ering shade of the Stott family 
tree which must have dripped bub- 
bles of whimsy and sweet sugar 

_ plums—iwe know there were fairies 
about, but here’s Lois Stott’s ex- 
iplaniation :— 

“Your letter caught me just as 
I was leaving for a few days with 
our son at Greencastle. I could only 
hurriedly glance at it, but do re- 
member wishing there really were 
a ‘blue fairy’. You see, when faced 
with the impossible, our children 
always made that wish—and then, 
Mother, Dad or that good blue 
fairy ever so often did pop up to 
solve their problems! I was warmly 
greeted and a few minutes later, 
Jim gave me my mother’s day 
‘orchid’ — ‘Thought you’d like a 
change, mom—so why not another 
doll for your family?’ So maybe 
there is a blue fairy, and all this 
time I had smugly thought she 
only existed for my magic wand. 
I'll really enjoy this Grandma Ritch- 
ey doll. I do want the doll and 
better yet, Jim twants me to have 
her.” 


HOW TO BE A 


POPULAR DOLL HOSTESS 
We all love a little gift and for 
any sort of doll club meeting there 
is nothing more appropriate than 
one of these very clever miniatures, 
Only an _ old-world craftsman 
could be patient enough to do these 
tiny, tiny dolls. They are only an 
inch high, made of wood, well 
sculptured and brightly enameled. 
Imports direct from Italy. 
No. 759—Doll carved as a Top, 25e 
each 
No. 758X—Toadstool with %” doll 
inside, 75ec Each 
No, 754—An Egg with %” enclosed 
doll, 75ec Each 
No. 762—Peggy Maria, 114%” wood 
doll, dressed, 60c Each 
There is still time to order a 
group for Easter giving. 


MORE POWER! 

Twenty dollars simply jumped out 
of Ethel Averbach’s last letter— 
waving itself at us and announcing 
that it was a first check of real 
doll-earned cash! Her exhibit and 
talk had led*to more dates in the 
ofifing; of course showings are us- 
ually for a pet charity, one was to 
be for a political rally, and another 
definite date at their new library 
building. Mrs. A. wrote:— 

“There was a group of adult 
mutes attending the doll show and 
because all the dolls are clearly 
labeled, they derived much pleasure 
from seeing them. St. James spon- 
sors a club for the mutes and their 
young curate has learned to ‘speak’ 


sign language fluently. As we all 


walked around, those who could not 
lip read what I said were given a 
‘translation’ by the curate. It was 
an inspiring sight.” 


DOLL TALK? eeeeeececceveccere 


Granted, we who write and we 
who read Doll Talk are sympa- 
thetic, possibly affectionate, when 
it comes to these inanimate little 
folk. Even in a dozen late arrivals 
from any country under the sun, 
there may be twelve different 
shades of expression on their silk 
or plaster or whatever li’le faces. 
And of course this variance, this 
personality is even more noticeable 
and notable in antique, hand-painted 
faces, Their glass or painted eyes 
have ‘never glimpsed light or shad- 
ow, but we, with rich imagination, 
can be strangely stirred by the 
expression, yes, the veritable char- 
acter that radiates from each par- 
ticular doll, And so, as we select 
and put aside antiques this time, 
the test will be—their individuality. 

First, a man doll, 10% inch size; 
very deep shouldered papier-mache 
head; cloth body and feet, but blue 
kid arms with three fingers which 
help to date this all original, plea- 
sant-faced doll of about 1840. Even 
his sailor or fisherman clothes one 
would know are the garments he’s 
worn for his hundred-plus years. 
Salty, genial and mighty well pre- 
served, No. A995, $50.00. 

Masculine, also, is a 10 inch brown 
bisque Indian, that is, his swivel 
head with puckered brow and long 
straight nose, is bisque; original 
brown body, jointed at hips and 
shoulders, is composition. Real lea- 
ther suit with fringe and beading; 
dark glass eyes inset, black mohair 
wig with leather head-band and red 
feather, Serious, maybe high tem- 


pered, lips parted, but not smiling. 
No. A521, $16.50. 

Please do not think that antique 
dolls, ‘man and boy’, are common. 
No, no—they are much besought by 
ladies. Pink complexioned “Little 
Man” who came to us from Eng- 
land is a priggish, pretty hatted 
wax of 12 inch size. He has early, 
pupil-less type, brown eyes set into 
a waxed head which is original 
finish with no cracks. The hat is 
beige, rolled brimmed with one 
black plume all modeled and waxed, 
of course; wooden limbs, slim body 
with voice box ‘which no longer 
squeaks. The suit in which he was 
lovingly clad almost a hundred 
years ago is precious; black jacket 
with bound jocket and old gold 
waistcoat with blue bindings are 
of finest broadcloth. 
broadcloth boots were made right 
onto his flat soled wooden ones. 
No. A244, “Little Man,” $65.00. 


Woman and Man antiques in 
matched pairs are even more of a 
rarity, but here are three such 
couples. The first are heads only, 
a challenge to properly complete, 
unless one is, as the late Florence 
Blackburn used to say, “Merely a 
head hunter!” Of thin, early, pa- 
pier-mache about 2 inches high; 
original finish and dajntily painted 
features are pristine, yet you’re sure 
at some time they have been com- 
plete dolls as he wears a stock 
collar and she a colonial type net 
cap, Black hair line on both is 
stippled, but there was a slit cut 
into her head through which wig 
hair has been becomingly fashioned. 
Slim, rigid bodies with carved wood- 
en arms and legs would be correct 
for their period. We could contri- 
bute old materials for costumes. 


Even blue © 


= 
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Pair of heads that look like old 
family portraits, No. A345-2, $50.00. 
Small dolls, but most unusual, are 
an 8 inch man and his 7 inch wife 
whom we are certain were peddlers. 
They are all hand-made as for a 
personal project; heads and hands 
carved of cork with beady black 
eyes and tiny pearly bead teeth, 
ingeniously dentured. Astrakan side- 
burns and low beard for Pop Cork, 
shoes made of old kid gloves for 
both and a red hooded, long cape 
and lace faced bonnet for Mother. 
We did launder his linen crash 
smock, which may have been an 
error on the cleanly side as it does 
now look one tint newer than 
mother’s apron, They’re such shrewd 
looking somebodies that one won- 
ders whoever finagled their peddler 
baskets away from the likes of 
them! No. A137, circa 1850, we 
should think. $65.00 for both. 


About all the last little couple 
look like they had _ experienced 
would be a long and complacent 
life. They are a pair of 8% inch 
tall village folk who came to Kim- 
port from rural England, Heads 
and shoes are composition, wooden 
hands; their quaint, old, hand-made 
clothes were never finely stitched, 
but materials and styles are inter- 
esting. (Circa 1850. Heads are al- 
ways of top importance, These are 
in prime condition with brush work 
all around their hair lines and 
raspberry pink cheeks, all original 
finish. Broad browed and high 
browed, too. No. Al44, both $42.50. 


And now for the picture, no—it 
is not by Rembrandt, but an old 
17 inch kid and composition doll 
whose costume is certainly of the 
Dutch Masters’ school, although she 
was recently bought in Brittany. 


1} 


The ihead 
papier-mache, all original finish, 
but there is a flattened tip to her 
nose—seemingly ’twas always thus, 
Her pink leather body is rigid, 
beautifully shaped and of course 
hand-sewn as this doll dates 1830 
or earlier. She wears a series of 
four caps; first, tight black velvet, 
then a lace and lappeted band with 
binding ribbon, then two white 
ones, all exquisitely made. Under- 
garments finely stitched and fash- 
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ioned, too, but unadorned. Original 
black serge habit is badly affected 
by age and moths, but its design 
is fascinating; placket slits in the 
skirt sides which open onto deep 
petticoat pockets, but are in no way 
attached. Lined jacket with a fan- 
tail of pleats in the back and under 
the white linen fichu, the gathered 
neckline is low—we’re frankly puz- 
zled! Leather shoes and cotton hose 
might be later, but definitely all 
else is original. No. A240, $95.00. 


We ARE talking about distinctive 
finds—iwell, this little French fish- 
monger could even be 
peculiar, but oh, so in-a-class-by- 
herself! Only 8% inches tall, re- 
markably fresh and so _ broadly 
smiling that one even loves her 
huge (Gallic nose and the pouches 
under her beautifully painted brown 
eyes! ‘Rigid, hand-sewn, leather 
body is slim waisted, big bosomed; 
costume is precious in scarlet and 
bright blue, with queer wooden 
clogs worn over red cloth shoes, 
over striped, knitted stockings; or- 
iginal gilt earbobs hang from her 
cap. Held proudly in her left lea- 
ther hand is a lovely (blue) wooden 
fish in a woven cord carrier. Yes, 
this early composition-headed, 
French doll could properly be 
grouped with peddlers. No. A253, 
$50.00. 


A very early (circa 1800) jointed 
wooden was never a raving beauty, 
but this 10% inch lady with a 
carved tuck comb is in wonderful, 
original condition, a true collector 
item, The little tag on her shows 
she is from the Titcomb collection 
in London, and was one of the dolls 
shown in the London Exposition, 
“Dolls Through The Ages.” There 
is one of the bulletins with her. 


called. 


Undenwear and faded old cotton 
print frock are definitely original; 
skirt trimmed with linen strip folded 
to form a ric-rac patterning. No, 


A397, $60.00. 


Twin dolls once adored, out- 
grown, and finally forgotten by 
children’s children or great nieces, 
these distinctive 12 inch characters 
came to Kimport about 115 years 
after “birth.” Identical sisters, of 
rich, flesh tone wax; arms and bare 
footed legs are the same; hair 
stuffed linen bodies. Brown ‘blob’ 
eyes are opaque glass or porcelain; 
short curled and quite frowsy 
brown wigs are real hair. This 
type of thick iwax over papier- 
mache does age crack, but the twins 
aren’t lined enough to mar their 
bubbly personalty. They’re really 
adorable yet in the very same vel- 
veteen frocks both so beautifully 
made by that someone of so long 
ago! It will be fun to figure out 
new names in the new home for, 
No, A914, both sisters, $75.00. 

Miss Midge is small for a “pump- 
kin head” wax, 16% inches; dates 
about 1850; porcelain eyes, wooden 
limbs, slim, old cambric body, all 
pristine. Personality? Sure! Her 
eyebrows seem lifted, tiny mouth, 
primly pampadoured hair with a 
band of gray ribbon—all waxed and 
in perfect condition; plaid calico 
dress is a li’le ol’ bit of perfection, 
too. This very doll was sketched 
by Miss Kendall for one of her doll 
notepaper series, so no wonder Miss 
Midge is so tidy and smug! No. 
A285, $50.00. . 

Similar type, but of later period, 
because her limbs are composition 
and her eyes are bright blue with 
black pupils; Miss Emmy has mod- 
eled blond hair, roached high, with 
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curls cascading down from the 
crown. Pierced ears and old ear- 
drops; some cracks in the waxing 
and her voice box is silenced with 
age. Very sweet and seemingly or- 
iginal clothes; 13 inches tall, No. 
A237, $22.50. 

We do have so many more per- 
sonality dolls that even ones wood- 
en nose might be out of joint for 
gross exclusion. Then there are the 
beauties, lush bisques, haughty old 
china heads, and parian highbrows, 
Please do list your special fiavor- 
ites, and give us a chance to hap- 
pily suggest, maybe the very right 


doll! 
“TRISH’S FOINE” 

As Mrs. George Grossman fin- 

ished out a round of Doll-Of-The 
Month, she enthuses:—“I have en- 
joyed each and every one of the 
dolls you have sent, and fully in- 
tend to continue. And if it meets 
with your approval, might I be 
‘surprised’ with the Irish lass? Per- 
haps I am being brash in this 
query, so if you have other plans 
I withdraw my request.” 
Note from G. J.: Mrs. Grossman 
got her Irish doll; we are always 
glad for folks to offer suggestions, 
even on the free dolls. 


| A Dol | Book Review 


MINIATURE TRAVELERS 
By 


Amy Thomas Golding 

Anything written by Mrs. Golding 
or based on her experience as a 
collector commands interested at- 
tention. There are few persons in 
the Doll World more devoted to 
the subject or having a wider group 
of like minded friends. Having been 
a first year member of The Doll 
(Collectors of America, Inc., she has 
done a service indeed, writing this 
book and we feel privileged to offer 
it to our Doll Talk readers, As 
Mrs. Golding says in her own fore- 
word: “All the dolls pictured in 
this book were great travelers. 
Most of them were made abroad, 
and many of them did considerable 
traveling in this country after 
crossing the ocean. Some of the 
stories told about them are true, 


and some are imaginary, but all of 


them are consistent with history in 
every detail. A few of the dolls are 
in private hands, but many of 
them belong to museums in various 
parts of the country, where they 
are generally on view. A full ac- 
count of the whereabouts of each 
one is given in the notes.” 
Perhaps there would be no better 
way to show the wide range of 
dolldom covered than by fisting the 
chapter headings—The First Dolls 
Sail for America; The Elderly Le- 
titia Penn; Miss Calvert’s Doll Has 
Her Portrait Painted; Sarah Duf- 
field’s French Doll; Polly Summer 
Saw the Boston Tea Party; Sarah 
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Jane Meets a Quaker Doll; The 
Little Wax Prince of Nantucket; 
Miss Susie’s Long Journey; The 
Dixie Bride; The Elegant Rose Per- 
cy; How Nina Helped; Maria Sailed 
Around the Horn; A TDo'! for Miss 
Nightingale; Miss Columbia Trav- 
eled Alone; The Fairy Doll of Og- 
den, Utah; Angle of the Bomber 
Squadron; The Japanese Doll Festi- 
val; Notes; Sources. 

The book is done in delightful 
narative form and the famous little 
figures do come to life in a re- 
markiable way. In reading their 
adventures one gains a generous 
education in the history of dolls 
and that from the pen of a real 
connoisseur. 

Handsome binding, exéollent pa- 
per, type and photographs, give 
added value to this 6” x 9” book of 
160 pages, The cost is only $3.65 
including packing and postage. It’s 
now available. May twe have your 
order soon? 


AMERICAN DOLLS 
By 
Ruth Freeman 

Ruth Freemian has published a 
unique doll book through Century 
iouse that arose out of need for 
a ready reference to the many 
“named dolls” made especially in 
the late 19th and early 20th cen- 
tury. 
“Although commercially made-in- 
America dolls date only from the 
1850’s and were not dominant in 
the toy market until World War 
I, their history down to the present 
time makes a fascinating story. 
This book, based largely on re- 
search by The Doll ‘Collectors of 
America and dedicated to that or- 
ganization, pictures and describes 
every named doll so known. Car- 


ries a chapter on doll types found 
in America and copies of original 
patent drawings.” 
- “American Dolls” gives a brief 
description of “made-in-America” 
dolls from the early beginnings 
down to the present time. The ar- 
rangement is alphabetical rather 
than chronological, so that one can 
easily locate material on the Ellis, 
Schoenhut or DyDee doll. Patent 
(papers are given and, where known, 
the dates of manufacture, Numbers 
at the end of a description refer to 
a picture in which the doll is 
shown. 

There are 100 pages in this buck- 
ram bound book, and the concise, 
authoritative text is interspersed 


‘with scores of pictures, drawings 


and patent sketches, It’s plummy 
indeed, and a “must” for all col- 
lectors. Now available and will be 
sent postpaid for $3.15. 


CORRESPONDENCE 
CLIPPINGS 


“You may twonder whose doll col- 
lection this is, mine or my hus- 
band’s, He has become so interested 
he almost neglects his coin and 
stamp collections.” 

—Mrs. O. M. Baldinger, Calif. 


“Flirty-eyed types are among my 
favorites; I have several in bisque 
and one in composition. Did you 
ever try to repair the eyes with 
all their weights and wires? In a 
small head yow soon wish you were 
a ditch digger!”. 

. —Lucile Thier, Indiana 


“Darling Minnie Prue is the pride 
of my collection. I’ve never seen 
a doll so small.” 


—Mrs. LeRoy Hogue, Wash. 
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KIMPORT STILL IN 
THE FAMILY 


For the last three years you have 
seen an increasing number of let- 
ters signed or initialed by Kim 
McKim, Now he is entitled to sign 
it: Kim McKim, sole owner, Kim- 
port Dolls. 


Of course you'll continue to see 
the familiar name Ruby Short Mc- 
Kim on many special letters, and 
as editor at the mast-head of Doll 
Talk, Dolls are a very dear interest 
to her, and you’ll have the benefit 
of her enthusiasm and expert judg- 
ment, just as always. Her contri-. 
bution from now on will really be 
a labor of love, - 


Georgie Johnson also will remain 


exactly as before, doing much of. 


the correspondence and jealously 


looking after the interests of her 
Doll of the Month customers as 
well as the hundreds others she 
knows, down to their itemized doll 
preferences. The rest of the staff 
will continue ‘alert to improve Kim- 
port service, for all our people have 
been long time members of the 
Kimport group and they put a lot 
of heart into the business. 


Twenty years ago, when Ruby 
and Arthur McKim shifted from 
artcraft to dolls, Kim was just a 
four year old boy, but in choosing 
a name for the new importing bus- 
iness, Kimport seemed a natural,— 
and who is to say that the parents 
did not dream ahead,—as parents 
will, you know! 

—Arthur McKim 


DO YOU KNOW? 


A Japanese legend con- 
cerning the roley-bounce- 
back dolls is that they 
were made in commemora- 


tion of a child-loving oid 
Holy Man, who sat so long 
in comtemplation rituals 
that his legs became use- 
less. So—instead of astat- 
ue, a jolly toy was made in 
his likeness! 


PEA-NUTS! 

A pair of Daisy Welch’s amazing 
little school kids is 
gift class. They are 

- 8% inches of neat 

_ workmanship, original 

design and _ colorful 

completion, Boy, No. 

199, girl, 199A, still only 75c each, 

and no stands needed with those 
wood whittled brogans. 
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MAYBE TOO OLD TO SHARE A SODA! 


Still all of us love a bargain. Here at Kimport we send out only 
first class dolls. y—any soiled or damaged ones being laid aside for S 
repairs “sometime.” However, the risingcosts have made refurbish- 
ing of popular priced items ‘ympractical, Besides, we like to pass 
along some “close outs” when available, It’s gratifying how many 
doll enthusiasts like to use their skill in bringing a damaged doll 
back to perfection. 


NOW HERE IS WHERE YOU CAN PROFIT 


We have assembled two bargain boxes and you can order one, both 
or duplicates. Final date May 1, 1957, 

BARGAIN Retail Now BARGAIN Retail Just 

BOX “A” $9.00 $5 BOX “B” $20.00 $10 


The dolls for these assortments were initially priced from 50 cents 
to $5 each. They mcelude foreign and American types and in addition 
to giving you a little surprise thrill, they'll add interest to any col- 
lection. 


Only an entire box returnable. 
SPIN THE WHEEL: EITHER “A” OR “B”’ IS A WINNER! 


SEND ALL ORDERS TO BOX 495 


KIMPORT DOLLS, Independence, Mo. 


